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COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council held on Thursday, 15 February 2018 at 
10.00 am at Council Chamber - County Offices, Kendal, LA9 4RQ

PRESENT:

Councillor Mr J Bell (Chair)

Mr J Airey
Mr T Allison
Mr MS Barbour
Mr AL Barry
Mrs PA Bell
Mr RW Betton
Mr RK Bingham
Mr J Bland
Mrs C Bowditch
Mr A Bowness
Mrs A Burns
Mrs HF Carrick
Mr F Cassidy
Mr W Clark
Mr SB Collins
Mr A Connell
Mr GD Cook
Mr N Cotton
Ms C Driver
Ms D Earl
Mr GM Ellis
Mr D English
Mrs S Evans
Miss HJ Fearon
Mr LN Fisher

Mr D Gawne
Mr HGG Graham
Mrs BC Gray
Mr KR Hamilton
Mrs RC Hanson
Dr S Haraldsen
Mr M Hawkins
Mr C Hogg
Mr JS Holliday
Mr N Hughes
Mr A Kennon
Mr AWC Lamb
Lord R Liddle
Mr J Lister
Mr KA Little
Mrs EA Mallinson (Vice-
Chair)
Mr J Mallinson
Mr AJ Markley
Mr NH Marriner
Ms C McCarron-Holmes
Mr H McDevitt
Mr W McEwan
Mr A McGuckin
Mr FI Morgan
Mrs M Rae

Mr GRPM Roberts
Mr B Shirley
Mr DE Southward
Mr I Stewart
Mrs V Tarbitt
Mr P Thornton
Mrs C Tibble
Mr CP Turner
Mr T Wentworth Wait
es
Mrs H Wall
Mr R Watson
Mr WJ Wearing
Mr C Weber
Mr D Whipp
Mr CJ Whiteside
Mr S Wielkopolski
Mrs EL Williamson
Mrs J Willis
Mr M Wilson
Mr AW Wonnacott
Mr R Worthington
Mr MH Worth
Mr SF Young

79 ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS

Mr T Allison, Mr B Berry, Mr M Brereton, Mr P Dew, Mr D Fairbairn, Mr W Graham, 
Mr K Hitchen, Mr T Lywood, Mrs S Sanderson, Mr S Stoddart and Mr D Wilson gave 
apologies to the meeting.

At the start of the meeting there were 74 members present.

80 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
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No declarations of interest were made.

81 MINUTES

Mr Airey referred to the Minutes, highlighting that Mrs Willis had made comments 
regarding the Fire and Rescue Service in the County which had not been minuted. 
He moved that the minutes be changed to include the comments. The Monitoring 
Officer advised that members had previously been asked to ensure that any 
amendments proposed to the Minutes be submitted in writing, she further advised 
that, as there was not consensus amongst members, a vote must be cast. Following 
a show of hands, the motion was lost and it was 

RESOLVED that, the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 January 2018 be agreed.

82 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

There were no items on the Agenda from which the Press and Public were 
excluded.

83 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items of public participation considered at the meeting.

84 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Mr Bell, Chairman of the Council made the following announcements:

The Chair advised that from 16-20 April, the UK would hold the Commonwealth 
Summit, known as the Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting. This was 
held every two years and was themed ‘Towards a Common Future’. 

In order to celebrate the Commonwealth, the Cabinet Office had initiated a national 
campaign called ‘Commonwealth Big Lunch’ with an aim to engage 2.4 billion 
citizens across the Commonwealth and bring them together to celebrate their 
community and build connections by encouraging people to host their own 
Commonwealth Big Lunch between Commonwealth Day on 12 March and the end 
of the summit on 22 April.

All schools, parish Councils and churches would be contacted  to promote and 
encourage Cumbrian people to host a Commonwealth Big Lunch with it being 
advertised on the County Council webpage and on social media.

The Commonwealth flag would be flown on the three buildings belonging to the 
County Council on Commonwealth Day. The Chair and HM Lord Leiutenant of 
Cumbria, Mrs Clare Hensman would be hoisting the flag at Cumbria House and all 
were invited to attend a ceremony in the Conference room, with further details to 
follow.
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The Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport provided a winter maintenance 
update. In addition to planned work, the team was working around the clock salting 
the roads. £1,434m of additional funds had been received for pot hole maintenance 
and the team was working with District Councils to identify areas of greatest need. 
The A592 and A684 had been identified as an area of need due to safety issues 
therefore bids had been submitted for funding. 

The Cabinet Member for Children’s Services reported on the recent positive 
OFSTED rating of ‘Requires Improvement’ which had been awarded for Senior 
Leadership, members and Adoption Services. The Statutory Notice had been 
removed. She was pleased to report that the Corporate Parenting Board and 
Scrutiny Advisory Board – Children and Young People had a strong focus on 
vulnerable children. She thanked the Corporate Director – Children’s Services and 
staff for their hard work in achieving the improved rating. She commented on the 
clear understanding of how to attain a ‘Good’ rating. She advised that 16 February 
was National Care Day and encouraged all members to write a message of support 
on the Board outside of the Council Chamber. Members were advised that 
Cumbria’s District Councils had given their agreement to exempt care leavers from 
paying Council Tax.

85 MINUTES OF THE CABINET

The Leader presented the Minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 1 February 2018.

Members asked the following questions:

Minute 74 - Response to Consultation on Nuclear Decommissioning Agenda 
Draft Business Plan 2018-2021

Mr Hughes asked the Leader  if a briefing could be arranged on the Government’s 
proposals for the construction of a nuclear repository in Cumbria.

The Leader advised on the national Consultations launched by the Government 
relating to Geological Disposal Facilities stating that a response was currently being 
considered, to be approved in due course. At the end of March 2018, a seminar 
would be held providing information on the Consultation and members would be 
invited to the session when confirmed.

86 COUNCIL PLAN 2018 - 2022

The Leader presented the draft Council Plan 2018-2022 for adoption by the Council, 
as recommended by Cabinet. Development of the draft Council Plan had been 
informed by the consultation carried out in respect of the Council’s proposed vision, 
outcomes and approach between 23 November 2017 and 8 January 2018.

The Leader highlighted the new ways of working which the Council would focus 
upon over the next four years; working together, prevention and early intervention, 
digital transformation and enterprise and efficiency. He referred to the high demand 
for council services and how new ways of working such as early intervention could 
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help reduce demand and gave examples of how demand had already been reduced 
by prevention. It was acknowledged that the Plan was ambitious and it set the 
direction for the Administration for the ensuing four years. In seconding that the 
Council adopted the Plan, the Deputy Leader reserved his right to reply. 

The Leader of the Opposition, stated that he did not disagree with the Plan but as it 
did not include the Conservative Group’s priorities, he would not support it, nor 
would he vote against it. He welcomed that prevention was included in the Plan and 
highlighted that the Plan continued beyond the term of the current Administration. 
He queried the deliverability of the Plan and how the Council would know if it was 
succeeding as the public would vote on the Council’s outcomes.

Members commented on the readability of the Plan and the excellent work that had 
been undertaken to produce it as it was clear to understand, containing pertinent 
facts and figures. One member would have liked to comment on a draft of the 
document. The Leader acknowledged a number of minor errors in the drafting 
process which would be addressed, with Council’s permission should the draft Plan 
be adopted.

In addressing Mr Airey’s earlier points, the Leader advised that he understood why 
the Conservatives would not support the Plan, as the Labour Party had been in 
opposition in previous years and in the same position. He addressed the point 
raised by Mr Airey on outcomes and deliverability of the Plan; he reassured 
members that a Council Plan Delivery Plan was being developed, to be delivered by 
Cabinet who would be held to account by full Council.

RESOLVED that Council Plan 2018-2022 be adopted.

87 REVENUE BUDGET 2018/19 AND MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 
2018/2019 - 2021/2022 AND DRAFT CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2018 - 2023

The Deputy Leader presented the Revenue Budget 2018/19 and Medium Term 
Financial Plan 2018/2019 - 2021/2022 and Draft Capital Programme 2018 – 2023 
which advised that on 1 February 2018, Cabinet had agreed the budget proposal for 
recommendation to Council after consideration of the budget consultation process 
and that Council was asked to agree the recommendations as set out in Section 1 of 
the Report.

A copy of the Constitution Part 5F - Procedure for Budget Debate at Council was 
circulated to all members of the Council. It was clarified that proposed amendments 
to the budget are called “objections” in law and the Constitution referred to the 
same. Members were advised that two amendments could be discussed together 
and the three main Group Leaders had fifteen minutes to speak, other members five 
minutes.

The Deputy Leader highlighted that the table at 1.2 in the Recommendations  of the 
report would be amended at Band C from £1,184.12 to £1,1184.11 which had been 
a rounding error.
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In moving the recommendations, the Deputy Leader thanked everyone involved in 
producing the balanced budget. He commented on the financial position of upper 
tier principal authorities in England who had areas of service delivery that made an 
important difference to the lives of residents. He referred to the knowledge and 
experience he had gained whilst on  the Executive and Management Committee of 
the County Council Network. He advised that there was no money in the 
Government Budget to help Local Government to meet pressures such as Adult 
Social Care and Children’s Services. He highlighted quotes from Kent County 
Council’s Conservative Leader regarding reduced funding for local authorities and 
considered the Government had not been listening  when it produced its Budget in 
November 2017 and when the provisional  local government settlement was 
announced. He acknowledged the additional funding had been made available but 
not the full amount of £2.54m; 6% of what had been asked for. He drew members 
attention to Northamptonshire Council which had run out of money, reassuring 
members that the County Council’s Administration would take steps to ensure it 
would not happen in Cumbria. He considered that the Conservative Government 
was not listening to Conservative led local authorities.

The Deputy Leader drew members attention to the savings made to date since 2011 
which had resulted in some services taking longer to deliver and others being 
withdrawn, and identified further savings. He then explained where the council 
would be spending on services and investment in terms of the Capital Budget. He 
highlighted the ambitious proposed Capital Programme from 2018/19 to 2021/22 
noting the amount to be invested in the county’s infrastructure. He advised on the 
investment in significant projects in Children and Family Services and Health Care 
and Community Services explaining that the Administration was investing in the 
future and for those communities most disadvantaged. To give context, he then 
turned back to the Revenue Budget, comparing the budget of the council with the 
turnover of well known companies and reported the spending on services, 
comparing spend against that of previous years. 

Continuing, he talked about the recent public Consultation which asked for views on 
applying a 1.99% increase on the County Council’s  share of Council Tax and the 
responses received. He read out a quote from the Conservative Secretary of State 
regarding Council Tax and how it was a balancing act to keep taxes low whilst 
raising the revenue that was needed. He highlighted a number of Conservative led 
local authorities’ Council Tax levels stating that Cumbria’s Administration was aware 
of the difficulties that residents had.
 
The Leader of the Council Seconded the motion and reserved the right to speak.

The Leader of the Opposition spoke to oppose the motion. He considered that 
technical savings had been made with delaying tactics which residents could 
consider as smoke and mirrors and wouldn’t drive the Council forward. He thought 
the Administration had painted a bleak picture in order to attack the Government. He 
advised that a full and alternative Conservative Group budget would not be 
presented in order to save officer time explaining that the Conservative Group, 
voted for by 44% of Cumbria, would have delivered a different budget. He 
considered the budget to lack detail and the Administration’s vision was a slogan 
without anything behind it. He read out public responses to the Consultation referred 
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to earlier by the Deputy Leader, commenting on how few had responded. He 
recognised that times were challenging and thought the Administration should be 
upfront and honest with the public in facing future challenges, not bury its head in 
the sand. 

He stated that the Government was working to address issues in the North; he 
welcomed the Government’s Industrial Strategy and Northern Powerhouse and 
considered Brexit to be a positive step forward. He talked of what the Council’s 
direction should be; rebalancing the budget to support rural communities, enabling 
16-17 year olds to access transport to education, Cumbria Care operating efficiently 
whilst having influence on partners in the public and private sectors. He agreed with 
some elements of the budget, including efficiencies and making financial savings at 
which point he thanked the Finance Team. He felt there was a lack of enterprise and 
digital transformation was lacking. He supported the 2% ring fence  for Adult Social 
Care. He referred to homes that were not fit for purpose and supported assisted 
technology and extra care housing enabling residents to stay at home. All frontline 
staff in Adult Social Care were thanked. He considered that the current 
administration underestimated the challenge in rural areas and that cross party 
working would be a positive step forward.

He expressed his wish to work with district councils and partners to undertake a bid 
for a Unitary authority and offered to lobby Government with the Leader and Deputy 
Leader  for the best outcomes for Cumbria. He commented on the outcomes of the 
Administration since the election and reiterated the vision for the Conservative 
Group in Cumbria.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition presented an Amendment to the Motion 
(Appendix A to the Minutes) and gave a speech in which she highlighted that the 
Conservative Group was aware of and did not underestimate the challenges facing 
the Council in balancing increasing demands on services against reduced 
Government funding in a period of uncertainty. She proposed an amendment to the 
motion. She advised that the Conservative Group’s budget was risk based; 
focussing on activities where demands for services to support the most vulnerable 
residents were increasing whilst resources  underpinning their delivery were in 
decline. 

The Conservative Group offered in its budget the option to bring foster carers in 
house, compensate them fairly                                                                                                                                         
and develop foster caring as a profession in addition to speeding up the 
modernisation of Cumbria Care by adopting a different approach to investment and 
re-profiling the capital programme and investing £1.130m of the Governments’  
Rural Services Delivery Grant into a centrally administered fund to develop 
community transport solutions.

The amendment was circulated and meeting adjourned at 11.15am,  reconvening at 
11.35am.

The Chair stated that the Motion and Amendment would be debated together, 
members could speak for five minutes and once only, unless it was to raise a point 
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of order. The Monitoring Officer clarified for the meeting that The Leader had 
reserved his right to reply earlier in the meeting.

The Cabinet Member for Health and Care Services responded to points raised in the 
earlier speech, reassuring members that there was a team working for the 
betterment of Adult Social Care in Cumbria and advised that the Council was 
waiting for feedback from the meeting with the Care Quality Commission for which 
he had been interviewed. He concurred with Mr Airey’s point, that the modernisation 
of Cumbria Care needed to improve at pace, however felt that the £1m identified in 
the Opposition’s amendment would not go far. He invited the Conservative Group to 
work with the Administration to identify the resources to fund Adult Social Care.

Those members supporting the amendment spoke of the importance of funding 
community transport as the county was a mix of urban and isolated rural areas 
whose communities all needed access to transport and the importance to all 
communities to be able to travel across the county. They welcomed that increased 
funding would help businesses succeed by allowing people to commute and allow 
people to make contact with other community members thus supporting mental 
health. The public needed to access services and leisure facilities using community 
transport. A member highlighted the challenges in attracting volunteers to support 
community transport considering that members should rethink support as it didn’t 
really work. In terms of Cumbria Care, the Conservative Group were not opposed to  
building new homes questioning whether old homes’ capacity was being removed 
and if new homes were fit for purpose. It was suggested that the Conservative 
Group would enter into discussions on a new model for Cumbria Care. One member 
raised that Council costs rose every year whilst services were cut with costs being 
passed onto the public. 

Those members opposing the amendment spoke on the impact on transport caused 
by bus regulation in the private sector, that the funding offered by the Conservative 
Group would not be enough to improve the transport infrastructure and confirmed 
their support for a Unitary Authority. It was highlighted that the Administration 
continued to invest in Cumbria Care as a key provider with the Leader providing 
detail about  market competition in the care sector and private providers of care. 
One member was pleased that Sure Start Centres would remain funded and 
welcomed the Anti Poverty Strategy in the county. In response to the points raised 
about community transport, Council was advised of the amount it would take to 
repair the highways infrastructure and the investment required with the Cabinet 
Member for Highways and Transport advising of funding received and the 
Apprenticeship Scheme that was benefitting the County in the Highways 
Directorate. He asked members to approach him if they had encountered 
challenges with community transport.

At 12.26, the meeting broke for lunch and reconvened at 1.15pm.

In continuing the debate, members in support of the motion raised that decisions 
had yet to be made by the Government  regarding complementary schemes and 
highlighting occasional conflict between volunteer and bus company drivers. There 
was support for a move away from the current District/County Council status quo 
and identifying more investment for Cumbria. The clear strategy for the future was 
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welcomed, with the budget praised for enabling the Council to help the people of 
Cumbria.

Members supporting the amendment talked about rural proofing of the county, 
supporting community transport in order to prevent social isolation and, reflecting 
earlier speeches, gave support to working together towards the establishment of a 
Unitary Authority in order to save costs. In assessing the savings made as outlined 
in the report, it was considered by one member to rely upon accountancy measures 
with the only real savings relating to staff. A number of members referred to 
austerity measures not being a choice for the country. Digital transformation and 
online learning was considered to be of great importance for the Council.

The Leader of the Opposition was asked by the Chairman to remove a banner from 
his desk at 1.40pm.

A speech was made about the difference in priorities of the National Conservative 
and Labour Parties and the impact of austerity measures on Local Authorities. 
Another member gave his support to investment in a Northern Powerhouse. The 
Cabinet member for Customer, Transformation, Fire and Rescue advised that more 
money for community transport would be welcome, commenting on her recent visits 
to fire stations in Barrow and Walney. Members heard that community transport 
should be an integrated service and advised that a resolution was yet to be made on 
Foster Carers being classed as workers. The Cabinet Member for Children’s 
Services reported on work undertaken by the Corporate Parenting Board with Foster 
Carers on retention and payment and on the financial pressures in keeping children 
safe.

The Chair asked members who had reserved their right to speak if they had done 
so.

The Leader of the Opposition reminded members about localism, empowering 
people and reiterated his wish for cross party working. The Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition declined her Right to Reply.

The Deputy Leader of the Council exercised his right to reply commenting on the 
Modernisation of Cumbria Care in terms of the history of its establishment, Unitary 
Authorities and the implication of business rates and reserves held by District 
Councils.

The amendment was put to the vote and, as required by the regulations, a recorded 
vote was taken.  Members voted as follows:

For Against Abstain Absent
Mr J Airey Mr AL Barry Mr W Clark Mr T Allison
Mr MS Barbour Mr J Bell Mr B Berry
Mr RK Bingham Mrs P Bell Mr M Brereton
Mr J Bland Mr R Betton Mr P Dew
Mr A Bowness Mrs C Bowditch Mr D Fairbairn
Mrs H Carrick Mrs A Burns Mr W Graham
Mr G Ellis Mr F Cassidy Mr K Hitchen 
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Mr D English Mr SB Collins Mr T Lywood 
Miss H Fearon Mr A Connell Mr J Mallinson
Mr L Fisher Mr GD Cook Mrs S Sanderson
Mr D Gawne Mr N Cotton Mr S Stoddart
Mr HGG Graham Mrs C Driver Mr D Wilson
Dr S Haraldsen Ms D Earl
Mr A Kennon Mrs S Evans
Mr AWC Lamb Mrs BC Gray
Mr J Lister Mr K Hamilton
Mrs EA Mallinson Mrs RC Hanson 
Mr AJ Markley Mr M Hawkins 
Mr NH Marriner Mr C Hogg
Mr GPRM Roberts Mr JS Holliday 
Mr B Shirley Mr N Hughes 
Mrs V Tarbitt Lord R Liddle
Mr P Turner Mr KA Little
Mr WJ Wearing Mrs C McCarron- 

Holmes
Mr T Wentworth Waites Mr H McDevitt
Mr D Whipp Mr W McEwan
Mr C Whiteside Mr AR McGuckin
Mr S Wielkopolski Mr FI Morgan
Mr A Wonnacott Mrs M Rae
Mr R Worthington Mr D Southward 

Mr I Stewart
Mr P Thornton
Mrs C Tibble
Mrs H Wall
Mr R Watson
Mr C Weber
Mrs EL Williamson
Mrs J Willis
Mr M Wilson
Mr  M Worth
Mr SF Young

With 30 in favour, 41 against and 1 abstention, 12 absent. The Chairman declared 
the amendment LOST.

A vote was then undertaken on the Substantive Motion and as required, a recorded 
vote was undertaken with members voting as follows: 

For Against Abstain Absent 
Mr AL Barry Mr J Airey Mr T Allison
Mr J Bell Mr MS Barbour Mr B Berry
Mrs PA Bell Mr R Betton Mr M Brereton
Mrs C Bowditch Mr R Bingham Mr P Dew
Mrs A Burns Mr J Bland Mr D Fairbairn 
Mr F Cassidy Mr A Bowness Mr W Graham
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Mr W Clark Mrs H Carrick Mr K Hitchen 
Mr SB Collins Mr G Ellis Mr T Lywood
Mr A Connell Mr D English Mr J Mallinson
Mr G Cook Miss H Fearon Mrs S Sanderson
Mr N Cotton Mr L Fisher Mr S Stoddart
Mrs C Driver Mr D Gawne Mr D Wilson
Ms D Earl Mr HGG Graham
Mrs S Evans Dr S Haraldsen
Mrs B Gray Mr A Kennon
Mr K Hamilton Mr AWC Lamb
Mrs RC Hanson Mr J Lister
Mr M Hawkins Mrs EA Mallinson
Mr C Hogg Mr AJ Markley 
Mr JS Holliday Mr NH Marriner 
Mr N Hughes Mr GPRM Roberts
Lord R Liddle Mr B Shirley
Mr KA Little Mrs V Tarbitt
Mrs C McCarron Holmes Mr P Turner
Mr HF McDevitt Mr W Wearing
Mr W McEwan Mr T Wentworth 

Waites
Mr AR McGuckin Mr D Whipp
Mr FI Morgan Mr C Whiteside
Mrs M Rae Mr S Wielkopolski
Mr D Southward Mr AW Wonnacott
Mr I Stewart Mr R Worthington 
Mr P Thornton
Mrs C Tibble
Mrs H Wall
Mr R Watson
Mr C Weber
Mrs EL WIlliamson
Mrs J Willis
Mr M Wilson
Mr M Worth
Mr S Young

41 members voted in favour, 31 against and 12 were absent. The Chairman 
declared the motion carried and it was

RESOLVED that

1 Council agrees to a general increase of Council Tax by 1.99% for 2018/19. 
Council agrees to the additional increase to the precept for Adult Social Care of 
2.00% for 2018/19.

2 Council approves both the Adult Social Care precept increase of 2% and the 
general Council Tax increase of 1.99% resulting in:-



11

a) The net revenue budget requirement for 2018/19 of £370.805m.

b) The Council Tax Requirement for 2018/19 of £225.305m which 
results in the precepts on the Districts as set out below:-

Table 1 – Precepts £
Allerdale 40,443,387
Barrow 25,696,788
Carlisle 44,395,177
Copeland 27,339,770
Eden 27,129,680
South Lakeland 60,300,183
Total 225,304,985

c) The following levels of Council Tax for each property band set out 
as:- 

Table 2 – Council Tax Levels (£) 2018/19 2017/18 Increase (pa)

Band A (up to £40,000) 888.09 854.01 34.08
Band B (£40,001 to £52,000) 1,036.10 996.35 39.75
Band C (£52,001 to £68,000) 1,184.11 1,138.68 45.44
Band D (£68,001 to £88,000) 1,332.13 1,281.02 51.11
Band E (£88,001 to £120,000) 1,628.16 1,565.69 62.47
Band F (£120,001 to £160,000) 1,924.19 1,850.36 73.83
Band G (£160,001 to £320,000) 2,220.22 2,135.03 85.19
Band H (£320,001 and over) 2,664.26 2,562.04 102.22

3 Council agrees the budget proposals as set out in the report and detailed in the 
Medium Term Financial Plan 2018-2022 (Appendix A of the report) resulting in 
the 2018/19 Revenue Budget which includes the following:- 

a) The Medium Term Financial Plan 2018-2022 (Appendix A of the 
report). 

b) The CCC Capital Budget for 2018/19 of £135.135m, set within the 
rolling programme of £244.223m (2018 – 2023).

c) The School’s Budget for 2018/19 of £249.093m.

d) The use of reserves and levels of forecast reserves contained in 
the MTFP.

e) The fees and charges schedule for 2018/19 as set out in Appendix 
C of the report.
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4 The Treasury Management Strategy for 2018/19 which is set out in Appendix D 
of the report be agreed, specifically the:-

a) Treasury Management Strategy (Section 2) (including the 
borrowing strategy is set out in Section 2.4 of the report). 

b) Annual Investment Strategy Statement (Section 3).

c) Prudential Indicators (Section 4). 

d) Minimum Revenue Provision (MRP) Policy Statement (Section 5).

5 The adoption and publication of the statutory Pay Policy Statement 2018/19 set 
out in Appendix F be agreed. This includes setting the minimum hourly rate at 
the UK Living Wage (as set by the Living Wage Foundation).   

6 The transfer of net increases / decreases to Sources of Finance announced after 
the 5th February 2018 to the Council’s Volatility Reserve be approved.

88 SCRUTINY UPDATE REPORT

The Chair of the Scrutiny Management Board presented the Scrutiny Update Report 
which updated full Council on the work of Scrutiny and any issues and 
developments that had occurred since the last meeting of full Council.

Mr Wearing referred to the Work Programme, Performance Working Group and 
additional Scrutiny activity, in particular thanking Mr M Hawkins and the Scrutiny 
Team for the excellent work that had been undertaken  on the Equalities Task and 
Finish Group.

RESOLVED that 

1 The recent activity undertaken by Scrutiny be noted
2 The Work Programme as set out in Appendix 1 of the report be noted.

89 QUESTIONS

After referring to a recent Scrutiny Report about the Local Enterprise Partnership 
(LEP), Dr Haraldsen asked the Leader if the LEP was public sector led and how the 
Leader would vote if the number of public sector representatives was reduced. The 
Leader stated that the LEP would respond to the Scrutiny report at its next meeting. 
He explained that the LEP Board was private sector led and outlined its membership 
to members. He commented that the Board dealt with a wide range of issues, some 
of which were led by County Council officers which may have led to the opinion that 
it was public sector led.

Mr Bingham thanked the Cabinet Member for Economic Development and property 
for the inventory of artefacts held at Council premises. He asked what the Council’s 
strategic plan was for the vacated buildings at Portland Square and the Courts, 
Carlisle, what costs had been incurred and whether he considered the buildings to 
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be neglected. The Leader responded; he did not consider the buildings to be 
neglected as they were maintained regularly. The buildings in question were listed 
which meant there were constraints but discussions were taking place regarding 
their future use.

Mr  Markley asked the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport to clarify if a 
road displayed a ‘temporary road surface’ sign, a road user could not make an 
insurance claim. A written response would be provided. Cllr Markley also questioned 
the opening date of Rumbling Bridge to which the Cabinet Member for Highways 
and Transport was advised that work had commenced on site and would take five 
weeks to complete.

Mrs Tarbitt asked the Cabinet Member for Customers, Transformation and Fire and 
Rescue what the future support was for Armed Forces Member Champions. A 
written response would be provided by the Cabinet Member for Customers, 
Transformation and Fire and Rescue

Mr Turner asked the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport whether areas of 
coastal erosion which were currently being dealt with piecemeal could be dealt with 
as a whole. The Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport invited Cllr Turner to 
a site visit  due to be held and would be advised of the date. 

Mr Cassidy asked the Leader whether the Council recognised the importance of the 
improvements made in the Children and Family Services Directorate and 
congratulated the officers in the directorate. The Leader wished it to be recorded 
that full Council thanked the Corporate Director – Children and Family Services and 
officers across other directorates for the work undertaken in improving the service. 
The Leader personally thanked the Cabinet Member for Children’s Services for her 
excellent work, leading on improvement from a member perspective.

Mr Whiteside asked the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport for continual 
updates about consultations on the strategic road network, in particular those 
schemes identified at pinch points. The Cabinet Member for Highways and 
Transport advised on the formulation of a single response to a current major road 
network consultation and that Local Committees would be regularly updated.

90 MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

a Cumbria Pensions Committee

The Chair of the Cumbria Pensions Committee presented the Minutes of the 
meeting held on 5 December 2017 and gave a detailed briefing of the Committee’s 
business.

RESOLVED that, the Minutes of the Cumbria Pensions Board meeting held on 5 
December 2017 be received.

b Audit and Assurance Committee
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The Chair of the Audit and Assurance Committee presented the Minutes of the Audit 
and Assurance Committee meeting held on 5 January 2018, highlighting work 
undertaken around cyber risk and the Annual Governance Statement.

RESOLVED that, the Minutes of the Audit and Assurance Committee meeting held 
on 5 January 2018 be received.

c Standards Committee

Mr Cassidy presented the Minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held on 5 
September 2017 and 26 January 2018, highlighting that Mr S Sim should have been 
recorded as Chair at the meeting.

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held on 5 
September 2017 and 26 January 2018 be received.

91 NOTICES OF MOTION

There were no Notices of Motion for this meeting.

92 SPEECHES

Mrs E Williamson gave a speech about the International Children of Alcoholics 
week, highlighting that a parliamentary report revealed that in excess of a third of 
child deaths and injuries were as a consequence of neglect from alcoholic parents. 

She briefed members on her own experiences adding that she believed the council  
should be at the forefront of developing a collective plan which raised awareness of 
support already available and ensured that children in Cumbria of alcoholic parents 
were not forgotten and given the correct help and support. 

93 RESPONSES TO MEMBER QUESTIONS

The meeting ended at 3.36 pm


